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HUNTLEY & PALMERS – BEYOND CAKES & BISCUITS
Jack Fuller (written January 2019)

Introduction
Much has been written about Huntley & Palmers, the people who secured orders, produced and
despatched them, as well as those who ensured that all ingredients were available, and provided the
means of production. There were, of course, members of the management team responsible for
maintaining the profitability of the company. Overseeing all of these activities was the Board of Directors,
most of whom were members of the Palmer family.
There was, however, another area, much less reported on. As with any manufacturing company, a team of
people with mechanical, electrical and practical skills is necessary to “keep the wheels turning” and it is this
vital requirement which is the subject of this article.
The Support Services were located at the far end of Gas Works Road. Their purpose was to keep the
factory running without having recourse to outside help, which in the light of rapid progress in the
development of sophisticated machinery this had to be breached as time went by. I can remember there
being the following facilities, there will be more about some of them later: Machine Shop, Fitting Shop,
Electricians Shop, Pattern Makers, Plumbers, Carpenters, Laundry, Drawing Office, and Printing Works a formidable array!
In another area was the Laboratory, where ingredients were tested for their suitability before being
released to the production departments. Other interesting plant located on the site is worthy of individual
mention and that will now follow, but first I must record the extremely valuable contribution made by the
Machine Shop in producing components to assist in the winning of the Second World War - I am told that
the same thing happened during the First World War.
The Central Boiler House, producing steam for use in the factory and providing the motive power for the
railway engines which, from one of the four platforms from which goods for rail transport were loaded, took
them, via more than three miles of private track, to the national railway area.
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Huntley & Palmers Fireless Loco
Two beautiful stationary engines (Betty & Phyllis)
These were used to provide direct current to drive many of the motors which were used in the factory production
areas and other places. Their use was increasingly reduced as alternating current became the preferred option
and they became virtually museum pieces.
Pause for thought!
I feel it helpful to record at this juncture a few facts which would have been difficult to introduce later without
disrupting the progress of my career. They might also help to explain some later events.
1.

Huntley & Palmers, together with Peek Freans in Bermondsey and Jacobs in Liverpool, formed ‘The
Associated Biscuit Manufacturers’ or ABM for short

2.

My director, widely known by his initials N.W.G, was known to my mentors (almost a generation older than
me) from his role as Engineering Director before becoming a Naval Officer during the war

3.

Together with several young colleagues in the Drawing Office, I was expected to attend evening classes to
obtain an Ordinary National Certificate in Mechanical Engineering. These took place in several locations in
the Reading area; Reading Technical College did not exist in those days. This was followed by further study
to obtain the Higher National Certificate. Classes for this stage were not available in Reading, necessitating a
trip to Oxford three nights a week. This involved catching a late train from Oxford and not arriving home much
before eleven pm, which was not conducive to securing the best performance in the Drawing Office the next
day!

I feel that the time has come to reveal the experiences of someone who actually worked in the Support
Services, me, but I suspect you have already expected that to happen!
My background
From an early age I was always interested in anything electrical or to do with wireless. I set up simple
circuits using batteries, bulbs and wire, and made crystal sets, complete with ‘’cats whiskers’ and
headphones. At school, I had passed the Oxford Junior Certificate and was in the School Certificate class
when I decided I wanted to leave school. I wasn’t exactly a dunce and in fact was top of the class in that
final year!
An opportunity arose, aided I believe, by a hint of nepotism, to begin a working life in the Electricians Shop
- a much sought after position in those days - and I duly left school in January 1940, two months before my
fifteenth birthday in March, leaving behind a classmate and future wife!
At 6.30am, on a dark wartime morning, I began my working life in the electricians shop. My first task most
mornings was to charge the accumulators belonging to the Directors. At this time, of course, transistor radios
had not arrived. I was then available to accompany one or other of the electricians as a ‘mate’. I don’t think
any of them had formal qualifications but had the ability to solve any of the problems besetting the huge
range of equipment throughout the works, and I learnt a lot from them.
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After a while I found a note in my weekly pay packet informing me that on a certain date my wages would increase
to four pence halfpenny per hour (less than two new pence). I paid no income tax and as we worked a fifty six
hour week was able to take home a whole pound, most of which I gave to my mother! I enjoyed my work,
becoming more and more proficient, until suddenly finding myself transferred to the Drawing Office, thus beginning
a new phase of my career. I was still working a 56-hour week, whilst the established draughtsmen, who enjoyed
staff status, worked office hours.
I have already referred to my studies to obtain an Ordinary National Certificate in Mechanical Engineering (ONC)
and, as technical drawing was one of the subjects in that course, this helped me to make progress in the Drawing
Office. Since you ask, yes, we did draw biscuits and the layout on the cutting block for new products, but most of
our work was devoted to making working drawings of worn parts to enable replacements to be made.
Producing foodstuffs was deemed to be an occupation that carried an exemption from service in the armed forces,
but, as the war continued to rage, I was called up. After initial training, I joined the Royal Signals at Catterick
Camp in Yorkshire. I was eventually posted to India where I spent two years, mostly in Calcutta, where I was
stationed in 1947 when Pakistan was born and India became an independent nation. Following de-mob and a
period of paid leave I returned to my position in the Drawing Office and the resumption of my studies.
Before being called up, I was part way through the second year and had no option but to begin the second year
again. I then passed on to the third year and gained my ONC. After further experience in the Drawing Office I was
deemed to be recognised as a proficient draughtsman and gained staff status.
One of Huntley & Palmers’ most popular products was Iced Gem biscuits. Their production was quite labourintensive. It involved a number of female operatives, armed with a fork in one hand to hold down the very small
flat-faced biscuits, and, in the other, an icing bag from which was applied icing of various colours to the biscuit. At
that time innovation was relatively rare although that would change.
A prototype machine had been built, using a variety of materials, to mechanise the process, and a need for further
models, based on fully established engineering principles, established. That task fell to me and coincided with my
continuing studies in Oxford for my HNC, to which I have previously referred. The design process was a lengthy
one. A general arrangement was drawn and every part took its place in the assembly. They were fully detailed,
facilitating the production of replacement parts, should they be required. The new machine, built entirely in our
own workshops, went into production in the factory, incorporating some changes I had made to increase
production.
Sometime later I became Chief Draughtsman with a salary of around £400 per annum. My mission then was to
see that the principal function of the Drawing Office, which was to assist in keeping the factory running, was
working expeditiously. On that point it is interesting to note that one of a dozen or so fitters would appear in the
office carrying a gear wheel or chain sprocket from which almost all of the teeth had disappeared! Since there are
many different forms of teeth for both, these presented quite a problem.
It is inevitable that changes will take place in any business and it occurred within the engineering area in H&P. In
effect, it was decided that two sections of the Support Services should amalgamate underneath one Director.
These were what might be termed the ‘chemical’ side, whose function was to constantly review ingredients and
baking methods, and the engineering side whose ostensible function was to improve company profitability. Thus,
the Technical Development Division was born, headed by NWG.
My interest, of course, was in the engineering side where its task was to examine current equipment and where
possible introduce innovation to increase productivity. Changes were made, the most important of which was that
the Pattern Shop became the Experimental Department. As well as retaining its commitment to providing
patterns for the replacement of worn parts, suggestions made by workers from the general factory area were
examined and evaluated. More importantly, staff working there were expected to make their own significant
contributions.
NWG, the Director of this new enterprise appointed me Chief Development Engineer, informing me in no uncertain
terms that I would find him difficult to work for but adding that if I did something wrong and told him, he would back
me up, but if not…..! He was well over six feet tall with a commanding presence, and feared by many staff, but
read on. A challenge had been issued.
Another very popular product was sponge-finger or boudoir biscuits. These were baked on trays with four rows of
twenty five in each and packed in cardboard containers in two layers with seven biscuits in each one. Packing was
very labour-intensive and I managed to devise equipment to reduce considerably the labour content. This
equipment was again built in our own workshops and successfully operated in the factory. I do not propose to go
into any further detail as it was a complex operation and I felt it is likely to be of limited interest. It was, however,
my most ambitious project and a Patent was issued in my name - but there was no financial reward!
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Things appeared to be going well. After a series of discussions between my Director and me a sense of mutual
respect developed as each accepted the virtues of the other, and ‘Fuller’ became ‘Jack’. There was, however, a
sense of foreboding. At that time it seemed to have become imperative for companies to employ consultants, at
huge cost, to advise on management changes to improve profitability and ABM subscribed to this tactic, which
was not always successful. The consultants they employed advocated a uniform management structure
throughout the group. On the H&P management chart I appeared as ‘Plant Development Assistant’ and neither of
the other companies listed such a position so, after almost 40 years` service with Huntley & Palmers I was made
redundant.
Efforts were made among the Directors to secure future employment but none appeared to suit my Director so I
began a new career with Huntley, Boorne & Stevens. This was a wholly-owned company making ‘tin’ boxes for
the biscuit works mostly for use in the main factory, but that’s another story…which I shall not be telling here.
I feel that at this point I must enter a caveat. When one reaches late middle age memories tend to become
blurred. I have tried to recall events accurately, but if I have erred please forgive me.

MY FATHER`S CAREER AS A PRINTER
John Dearing
My father, Frederick Dearing (hereafter called Fred) was initially apprenticed in the bakery trade, apparently while
still on the roll at the Waifs and Strays’ institution at Farnborough, Hants, but found that working with flour caused
him to suffer from dermatitis and so transferred to an apprenticeship in printing. In this he continued to have the
support of the Waifs and Strays and went on from Farnborough to the Printing Technical School, operated in
conjunction with the charity’s own printing works, at the Highfield Oval at Harpenden in Hertfordshire. This had
been founded in the year of Fred’s birth, 1913.
rd

Under an indenture dated 3 July 1930 it is stated that Fred “doth put himself Apprentice to William Hodson Smith
of Harpenden in the County of Hertfordshire to learn the Art, Trade or Business of Letterpress printer…..until the
full end and term of five years from thence next following.” In the first year Mr Smith was responsible for Fred’s
Board, Lodging, Clothing and Medical Attendance, on top of which he got a shilling (5p) a week. This rose to 8/6
(42.5p) in the second year but apparently Fred by then had to buy his own clothing and in the fifth year he
received the princely sum of 22/6 (£1.125) per week.
The Harpenden School was by all accounts run on draconian lines. An early act of insubordination is said to have
led to his head being ducked into a paste bucket, although this sounds to me more like an initiation ritual! There
was a girls and a boys section but never the twain did meet, or if they did and were found out the boy in question
suffered instant expulsion! However, my father became an accomplished snooker player at this time and also
learnt ballroom dancing with, so he said, a billiard cue as his partner. What is more, he qualified as a colour
printer and, according to an inscription in a Bible given to him by Mr G. Bush when he left, was regarded as 'one of
the best”.

Harpenden Oval
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Fred’s Indenture Document
At the end of his apprenticeship he passed the Stationers’ Company and Printing Industry Technical Board’s
examination with a First Class pass in Cylinder Machine. Mr B. F. Thom of the Printing Technical School gave him
th
the following reference, dated 29 April 1935: “Mr. Frederick Dearing has been in my employ for the past five
years, and I have much pleasure in recommending him as a thoroughly reliable and trustworthy Machine Minder.
He is capable of producing general jobbing, commercial, halftone and three colour work on Wharfedales and
Miehles. He is a conscientious worker.” Mr W Milligan, Overseer, provided a similar reference. The previous year
st
on 21 July, having recently attained his majority, he paid an entrance fee of 5s 5d (27p) to join the St Albans
Branch of the Typographical Association.
His first job on leaving Harpenden in 1935 was with the J. M Dent printing works at nearby Letchworth Garden
City, printing Everyman’s Library. In keeping with the rather austere tradition in which he had been brought up,
Letchworth was a teetotal town, reflecting the principles of its founder, the Quaker, Ebenezer Howard. This
presented no great obstacle to my father since he had signed the pledge and joined the Band of Hope while at
Farnborough. However, the printing works must have been one of the few places in Letchworth that had some
form of licence for at a works do the cup was evidently overflowing - literally. Fred was asked to perform on his
trombone and clearly gave considerable satisfaction, to the extent that some of the lads got hold of his trombone
and filled it up with beer.
The upshot of this was that he returned to his digs, sober but reeking of alcohol, and
awoke the next day to find that his bags had already been packed for him and were
awaiting him on the doorstep! From Letchworth he moved on to Eyre and
Spottiswoode and from there to the Amalgamated Press at Northfleet in Kent, where
he printed children’s comics such as ‘Tiger Tim’. Here the landlord of his digs
befriended him and took him down to the local pub, where, remembering the
experience at Letchworth, he decided that “if you couldn’t beat them you might as
well join them.” The pledge was duly unsigned.
Fred’s final position as a colour printer involved a move to Bristol, where he worked for Mardon, Son and Hall, a
printing company that was owned by the Imperial Tobacco Company, and produced cigarette cards and other
printed matter for the W D and H O Wills cigarette factory. One of the first jobs that he did was printing cigarette
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cards in celebration of the forthcoming coronation of King Edward VIII and all the workers were given a set. Then
came the abdication, the sets were withdrawn and my father dutifully handed his in. Not all the workers obeyed
this instruction and I believe that these rare sets of cards are now highly prized collectors’ items!

Young Fred
Fred’s job involved a lot of night work for which he was very well paid and he soon had amassed sufficient money
to rent a bungalow at The Green, Glenview Road, Brislington. Here he was able to make a home for his mother
and younger brothers and sisters. While at Mardon, Son and Hall, he joined the Territorial Army and as a result
was called up at the outset of WW2.
Epilogue - Finally, the war against Hitler came to an end and on 27 October 1945 Fred was demobbed. Initially
he went back to his old job at Mardon, Son and Hall but he found that some of the apprentices he had been
helping to train up in 1939 were now foremen and he was expected to kow-tow to them. He evidently felt that ‘the
same privileges’ promised in the letter he received while serving in Italy didn’t amount to much! Also, after six
years in the army, a lot of it spent in the open air, he found life in a factory somewhat claustrophobic. Even the
factory itself would have been unfamiliar since the old buildings were bombed during the Blitz. Some consideration
was given to seeking emigration to New Zealand, where no doubt his printing skills would have been at a
premium, but this was not pursued.

Some of Mardon’s Buildings destroyed in the Blitz
So he decided on a momentous career change and went out ‘on the road’. In short he became a salesman,
commercial traveller, or rep. It was not entirely the end of his life in ‘print’ for after five years selling in succession
powdered food, Danish bacon and jam, he worked for the next 15 years for two commercial stationery companies,
Bennett Brothers of Bristol and Crescens Robinson of Newington causeway, London. But that, as they say is
another story.

EXCAVATIONS AT SILVER STREET, READING
Jo Alexander-Jones
In March this year developers started clearing the site at 40 Silver Street, Reading, ready for new student
accommodation. The activity uncovered some interesting evidence of past usage. At this point Berkshire
Archaeology called for an archaeological investigation before further demolition occurred.
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CFA Archaeology and Thames Valley Archaeological Services (TVAS) were brought in to carry out the work on
th
this site, and they uncovered the remains of two mediaeval tile kilns, a suspected 16 century domestic oven and
two nineteenth century wells. The two tile kilns are thought to date from between AD 1250-1500, and are
presumed to be remnants of a medieval tile production industry that was known to be in the Reading area.

TVAS Director, Steve Ford, said that the tile kilns add to
evidence of a ’tiling quarter’ on the edge of mediaeval
Reading. The 1552 Amyce Map of Reading refers to a
‘Tylecroft’ on the site of the current excavation with a ‘Tyle
Crosse’ nearby on Southampton Street, and another tile
kiln which was found under the Jubilee Square
development near London Road in 2001. In the wider area
we have more evidence for a tiling industry for in Old
English Tilehurst means ‘a wooded hill where tiles were
made’.
The discovered kilns included mediaeval material and also
a few tiles. Those tiles are very similar to those found in Reading Abbey. One of the kilns is of a rectangular brick
and tile construction with small arches and a tiled floor; the other is in not such a good condition.

Decorated floor tiles have also been
uncovered at the site. Laterly, there
have been several other interesting
finds on the site including a postmedieval oven.
The excavation of two medieval
rubbish pits revealed a range of finds
including animal bones, oyster shells, pottery, tiles and bricks. An exciting find
was a complete, yet broken, medieval pot and an iron knife. The knife is in
poor condition and will be x-rayed at a later stage to see if there is any
additional data that can be gleaned from it.
Although the Silver Street site should fall within the boundaries of Civil
War earthworks according to historical records nothing has been
uncovered. However, the excavation is still continuing so fingers
crossed. If you are interested in this work then the site is easily visible
from Silver Street as my recent photographs show.
I would like to extend my thanks to Thames Valley Archaeological
Services for letting me use their resources to complete this article.
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NLS MAPS
John Joyes
I may be a bit simple, but I love looking at old maps. Not looking for anything in particular, just seeing how the
world changes.
When I first came to live in Caversham nearly 40 years ago, I wanted to find the first and subsequent series of
Ordnance Survey maps showing the context of when my house was built. Having drawn a blank at Reading
Central Library (then in the town hall) and at County Hall, I found a set of maps in the local authority drains
department; I was told I was welcome to take a copy, but it was prominently marked up with sewers and surface
water drains. Not very attractive. Eventually I found my way to the British Library, the map room was at that time
located through a nondescript door halfway up a stairway in the British Museum. On entering, I was frisked for
weapons (apparently someone was previously VERY keen to obtain one of their unique maps), before the usual
second frisking for pens biros and erasers, then ushered into a tiny cramped room stacked high with treasures.
The result was worthwhile though, the maps were bound in enormous ledgers, and the first series OS were handtinted, pink for buildings, blue for water, straw for roads. One could then order up the appropriate sheets to be
copied by the Ordnance Survey (but sadly without the colour). They still hang on my wall.
Subsequently the Ordnance Survey was privatised and old maps became available through a commercial website
at not inconsiderable expense, very easily, and probably still less than mine had cost.
Recently I became aware that some people are still unaware of the wonderful map resource provided by the
National Library of Scotland. Some bright spark has joined up all the separate maps into one enormous zoomable
UK map, and provided an overlay of either a modern map or satellite image, with variable transparency by means
of an on-screen slider. As I said, I may be a bit simple, but I find it a delight to move the slider back and forth,
seeing towns grow, and industrial monuments and railway lines disappear. And all for free! You can pick your
map series, 1 inch to a mile, or the best are 6 inch or 25 inch; and a range of dates. And not just UK; when you are
bored with that, you can do the same with WW1 trench maps; I found the maps of the spot my grandfather was
killed, dated just 3 days before his death.
If you haven’t done it yet, you really must. Just visit https://maps.nls.uk/ and click on ‘Georeferenced Maps’, or
you may find discrete maps of interest to you under one of the other options.

THIS MONTH`S MYSTERY OBJECT
John Joyes
This photograph shows an object about 15cm wide with
a toothed solid steel wheel between two poles of an
electromagnet. The wheel has 30 teeth, and it is
connected by a worm gear to a gong so that the bell
rings once every 100 revolutions of the wheel. If
connected to an alternating current, the wheel rotation
should lock to the frequency (it is not self-starting, so it
needs to be spun by hand). The coil resistance is only
0.4 ohms so it needs a low voltage supply and high
current (8 or 10 Amps). A 50 Hz supply would give 100
pulses per second which would ring the bell every 30
seconds; I found it very reluctant to lock onto this
frequency and it preferred to lock onto half-frequency,
ringing the gong every 1 minute. My conclusion is that it
was designed not for 50Hz but for a lower frequency, or
maybe for a pulsed DC rather than AC.
But what for? Is the intention to measure the frequency
(by timing the bell with a stopwatch, for example), or is it for providing a sound signal at fixed period? It’s a
precision-made instrument, certainly not a toy, probably quite expensive to make.
8

PUZZLE PAGE No. 1
Bob Haskins
Can you identify the following six locations? An easy one to start …
A

B

What and where is this structure and can you name the water?

Where are we and what was the building on the right?

C

D

What is this structure and the name of the water it crosses?

Where are we and what’s in the tub?

E

F

What and where is this and the NW canal it crosses?

Where and what is this and the name of the water it crosses?

Submissions to contact@biag.org.uk. Full answers in the next issue of the BIAG Newsletter.
Members are invited to send their own photographs to the editor and challenge colleagues.
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BEYOND OUR BORDERS – No 10 CATCLIFFE GLASS CONE
Bob Haskins
If you leave the M1 motorway at junction 33 and head south on the A630 you pass the site of Catcliffe Glass Cone
at SK425886. You’ll need to take the first exit slip road onto the B6533, over the next roundabout, follow the road
as it veers to the left, over the roundabout and under the old Sheffield District Railway viaduct onto the B6067 to
2
get a closer view. Safe street parking in Catcliffe Village can be found outside St Mary’s church either in St Mary’s
Drive or Station Road. The site is approximately 5km due south of Rotherham and 8km due east of Sheffield.

Photograph 10.1 Catcliffe Glass Cone from the east
Catcliffe Glass Cone is the earliest and most complete of four surviving glass cones in the country. The other three
3
4
can be found in Alloa, Clackmannanshire (NS880924) , Lemington, Newcastle-upon-Tyne (NZ183645) and
5
Wordsley, West Midlands (SO894864) .
The cone originally contained a coal-fired furnace and was part of a glassworks with two cones established in
1740 by William Fenny (c.1700- 1789), who later became a painter at the Swinton Pottery. It was attached to other
works buildings and carries traces of their rooflines. Some of its archways led into these buildings and others were
closed with shutters. The structure is approximately 20 meters high.

Drawing 10.1 The site today with shadows of former buildings, including a second cone to the west

The cone effectively functioned as a large chimney. Its height and shape funnelled air upwards, drawing cold air
into the furnace through underground flues, whilst the hot air, smoke and fumes from the furnace escaped through
the open top. The heat of the central furnace could be carefully controlled by opening and closing the shutters at
the base of the cone.
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A variety of glass was produced, including bottles and window glass. In 1755, one record shows Fenny supplied
900 square metres of window glass to the Wentworth Estate at a cost of £5.15s.0d. Under various owners, the
works remained in production until about 1901. The cone later housed prisoners in the First World War and served
as a canteen during the Great Strike of 1926. It is a Grade I listed building and Scheduled Ancient Monument.

Photograph 10.2 Catcliffe Glass Cone from the west
Once you’ve paid a visit to the glass cone and perhaps looked at St Mary’s Church you may like to drop into the
superb Café Plough on the roundabout next to the Nisa Local store for a cup of tea and a slice of carrot cake!
Notes:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Catcliffe Glass Cone by G Lewis in the Journal of Industrial Archaeology Vol 1 (1964-5) pp 206 - 211.
By J E Knight of Rotherham, 1909-10.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Glass_Cone,_Alloa_Glass_Works.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lemington_Glass_Works.
https://www.dudley.gov.uk/see-and-do/museums/red-house-glass-cone/.

BIAG SPEND A DAY AT CROFTON BEAM ENGINES
Jo Alexander Jones
th

Arriving early on 5 May to set up the BIAG stand at the Experience Archaeology Event at the Crofton Beam
Engine site near Marlborough, Bob Haskins and I found a closed gate and no sign of life……………….
Thankfully, we had just arrived a little early and quickly found Simon Hobson, the Site Manager, who was dealing
with the aftermath of the previous day. For those of you who don’t know the Crofton site, it is situated on the top of
a valley and had suffered the ravages of a windy previous day which brought down the event tents. While they rebuilt the area Bob and I were given a sausage sandwich and tea – definitely a good way to start the day.
Having set up the stand we awaited the visitors, and very soon had a number of interested parties avidly
discussing local industry and history.

Although there was a little confusion from those from afar as to whether or not Crofton was in Berkshire! While our
stand looked good we found we couldn’t compete with the Wiltshire Museum who had supplied a few sand pits
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with hidden treasures for the younger visitors to play at being archaeologists – maybe BIAG should invest in some
educational play items too to get the kids involved.
It was a ‘steaming day’, meaning that the pumping engines were working. As it was my first visit to site I took the
opportunity to look around. Inside the engine house it was a riot of noise and energy, and I took far too many
photographs to show here of the machinery which gleamed under the care of the many volunteers who lovingly
keep it working.

I am no expert in steam engines or any of the technologies used at Crofton, so rather than write something
embarrassingly incorrect I am going to refer you to their excellent website (www.croftonbeamengines.org) – where
you can find details of the engines and the history of the site, as well as future events and steaming days. But I will
make one recommendation – if you can persuade him, time your visit to be when our fellow BIAG member John
Coulson is on site as a volunteer. He has the keys to get you in to the parts of the site that aren’t normally on the
visit and I really enjoyed the trip under the engine house - thanks, John.
We made the visit to publicise BIAG and its activities and I believe we made a good show of our wares – it may
not bring us too many new members being out of the county but hopefully it will encourage the visitors to look us
up and if not join us then one of the Wiltshire options. We were made very welcome by Simon and his team at
Crofton and I encourage a visit, not just for the Pumping Site but also for the beautiful location in which it sits.

12

FORTHCOMING 2019 MEETINGS AND EVENTS PROGRAMME
5 August

16 September

17 & 20
September
28 September
21 October

18 November

9 December

Visit to University of Reading Typographic Department
Focussed on the development of technologies used in typography
Gas; its history and technologies
A talk on the early technical and wider history of the gas industry
in the UK, including their personal experience of the industry
Industrial Reading – A History Tour
A walk around Reading’s historical industrial sites in conjunction
with the Heritage Open Days (will occur on 2 days)
London Transport Museum – Acton Open Day
AGM then Henry Scott and the invention of Selenitic Cement
A presentation on Major General Henry Scott, the inventor of
Selenitic Cement, including his role in the design & construction of
many buildings of the period
Daniel Gooch; saviour of the Great Western Railway
A talk on how Daniel Gooch became the first locomotive
superintendent of the GWR, and in turn became its saviour
IA Films and Christmas Social
Our annual film show on industrial and transport themes. Followed
by an opportunity to socialise over mince pies and refreshments

Bob Haskins
(Organiser)
Graham Alexander &
Jo Alexander-Jones
Peter Trout
(see details below)
Edwin Trout

John McGuinness

BIAG Committee

All meetings are held on Monday evenings at the Church Hall of St Mary`s Church, Castle St, Reading RG1 7RD
and start at 7.30pm. Access to the church hall is through the right-hand side passage.
Travel Guidance: By bus, St Mary`s Church Hall is within a two minute walk from St Mary`s Butts and a five
minute walk from Oxford Road where many Reading Corporation buses stop.
By car, the Church does not have a car park but there is a public car park in the Civic Centre adjacent to the
Church. St Mary`s Church has a web site with a map: http://www.cofec.org/stmarys.html

EDITOR`S NOTE:
Another bumper sized issue this month - with a major theme of life at work. Thanks in particular to David Cliffe for
providing Jack Fuller`s article on his experiences at Huntley & Palmers (with its significant local interest) and to
John Dearing for his article on his father`s work as a printer. Thanks also to Jo Alexander-Jones and John Joyes
for their articles - and my apologies for having to hold some over until the next issue!
Bob Haskins has also provided the first version of a Puzzle Page which we hope will become a regular feature and
will inspire members to provide similar inputs (see also John Joyes` mystery object!). He has also continued to
contribute to ‘Beyond our Borders’. On the subject of glass cones, if you ever visit Bristol and stay at the
Doubletree Inn on Redcliffe Way, their restaurant is inside an old glass cone that was used for the manufacture of
Bristol Glass – makes for an interesting IA theme to the meal. Please continue to keep your contributions coming!
John Coulson

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
th

Day Excursion – Saturday 28 September 2019 - London Transport Museum – Acton Depot Open Day
The plan is to travel by train to Ealing Broadway, departing Reading at 9:48am (day return £16.80, £11.10 for
senior railcard holders or people booking in a group of 3 or more) and thence by bus to Acton (senior bus pass or
£1.50 contactless or Oyster card payment only – no cash). A quicker journey to Acton is possible by underground
(same contactless or Oyster card fare but no national senior bus pass concession – cash can be paid but the fare
is much higher at £4.90), or anyone feeling particularly fit could walk it in about 30 minutes. Note that only disabled
parking is available at the Depot and even this is very limited and offered on a first come first served basis –
anyone else wishing to drive there will need to find somewhere else to park.
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The depot is open from 11am to 5pm and the plan is to spend the day there
and convene for a drink and a meal at a local pub afterwards (Wetherspoon
offers The Red Lion & Pineapple at Acton or The Sir Michael Balcon at
Ealing - other hostelries are also available). There are four or more trains
per hour to Reading from Ealing Broadway.
The Days’ theme is ‘All change please!’ and a programme of talks and
special tours will be published nearer the time. The theme ‘is inspired by
the golden age of travel and London’s rich heritage of rail termini. Hear
about the ambitious visions for these striking buildings, from the celebrated to the
condemned. Discover how the creation of new rail routes transformed the lives of city
dwellers and continue to play a significant role in how residents and visitors travel
around London. We will also be heading out of the Capital into the countryside and
overseas as we shine a spotlight on other termini and great rail routes that forged a
path for travel as we know it today.’
The Open Days are public events and advance booking is necessary to avoid the risk
of being unable to gain entry on the day – the admission charge is £12 or £10 for
concessions including senior citizens (children under 18 go free but must be
accompanied if under 16). A flier giving general information about the Open Days is attached – note in particular
that only small bags may be taken into the Depot.
Contact Graham Smith 01635 580356 or secretary@biag.org.uk to advise your interest. Bookings can only
be made while tickets remain available on the Museum website.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY FROM OTHER ORGANISATIONS














03 August
09-14 August

GLIAS Walk: Rickmansworth: Canals and water
AIA Annual Conference - Bridgwater & Taunton College (non-residential bookings)
www.industrialarchaeology.org/conferences/annualconference
10-11 August
Crofton Beam Engine – Steaming Weekend
07 September –
GLIAS Walk: Social housing in Camden
09 September
Cambridge IAS Lecture: The History of Cambridge
13-22 September Heritage Open Days: www.heritageopendays.org.uk
27 September
Chatham Historic Dockyard Mini-conference: Maritime archaeology
04 October
GLIAS Conference: Celebrating the Capital’s Industrial Heritage
05 October
GLIAS Walk: City of London building stones
26 October
Wiltshire Archaeology & Natural History Society: Industrial Archaeology Conference
20 November
History of Reading Society Lecture: The heroes of Woodley Airfield
11 December
Suffolk AIS Lecture: Reconstruction of the Sutton Hoo Anglo-Saxon ship

Greater London Industrial Archaeology (GLIAS) (www.glias.org.uk/gliasdiary.html#EVENTS) Lectures start at 18.30 in the
Gallery, Alan Baxter Ltd, 75 Cowcross Street, EC1M 6EL. Walks start at 2.30pm to reserve a place contact walks@glias.org.uk

For general BIAG business, please contact the Secretary: GRAHAM SMITH via email secretary@biag.org.uk

Submissions to BIAG News are welcome in any format. Please send your contributions with an IA theme such as
articles, letters, pictures, jokes, cartoons, cuttings from journals etc. to:
JOHN COULSON (Tel: 0118 9402526) at 3 THE CRESCENT, CRAZIES HILL, READING, RG10 8LW
or e-mail newsletter@biag.org.uk

July 2019

Printing and distribution: Bob Haskins

14

